[The subclinical portion in the periphery of lentigo maligna and lentigo maligna melanoma].
Lentigo maligna is a precancerosis or a melanoma in situ, whose level of malignancy has not yet been definitively clarified. Recurrences are not rare after excision, even when an ample safe margin is observed. One reason for this is the existence of a subclinical ramification in the marginal area of the lentigo maligna. Such subclinical ramifications were investigated by means of excision with histological monitoring of the margins by the paraffin section technique. There was a clear relationship between the frequency of these ramifications and the clinical safe margin left in 64 excisions. With the aid of parametric evaluation methods the distribution of the subclinical portion referred to the distance from the clinical margin could be determined with a special formula. If an invasion, in the form of a lentigo maligna melanoma had already taken place, then the subclinical portion within the marginal area was significantly more extensive. For the treatment of lentigo maligna, and especially of lentigo maligna melanoma, we therefore recommend excision with histological monitoring of the margins. There were no local recurrences within an average follow-up period of about 2 1/2 years.